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by Sir Lloyd Merson, PDSC

There was a cool breeze blowing, reminding us that winter was approaching on
the morning of December 2 as we gathered for the 21st year. The Knights of Pythias,
"Coats for Kids" Committee had its beginning in 1996. Then-Grand Chancellor, Hon.
Sir  David  Appelbaum loved  this  program brought  to  him by  then  PACDGC Lloyd
Merson.  Lloyd contacted the "Neighborhood Cleaners Association" and was able to get
coats from local dry cleaning establishments. The coats were then picked up and brought
to those in need. 

[Photo courtesy New York Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias.]

In  the  fourth  year  the  cleaners  were  unable  to  supply  the  coats  and  Lloyd
contacted Joan Geagen who developed a coat program in the Plainedge area of Long
Island.  Joan and her husband, Jack, were able to gather coats and unable to get them to
the needy. Between Joan and Lloyd a plan was devised.  Joan, her family and friends
collected and bagged the coats and found a place to bring them. The members of the
"Coats for Kids" Committee delivered the coats to those in need.

Joan  and  Lloyd  have  been  doing  this  for  17  consecutive  years  and  hope  to
continue for as long as possible.  1600 coats were collected and delivered this year and
over the past 21 years the "Coats for Kids " Committee has delivered approximately
50,000 coats to those in need.



The Order of Knights of Pythias is an international, non-sectarian fraternal order,
established in 1864 in Washington, DC, by Justus H. Rathbone and was the first fraternal
order  to  be  chartered  by  an  Act  of  Congress.  The  distinguishing  principles  of  this
fraternal organization are "FRIENDSHIP, CHARITY and BENEVOLENCE". Domains
of the Order exist in most states and provinces, and subordinate lodges are located in
many cities and towns across the United States and Canada. 

The  New  York  Grand  Lodge supports  charities,  including  the  Pythian
Humanitarian Fund, Juvenile Diabetes Research Association, Pythian Camp, Dr. Morris
Smoller Social Service Fund (which supports health and elder care institutions) and the
Special Olympics. 

For  information on becoming a  member  of  the  New York State  Order  of  the
Knights  of  Pythias  please  contact  Grand  Secretary  Roy  Triguero:
KnightsofPythiasNewYork@gmail.com. Roy will be able to assist you with information
about the Order and joining the Knights of Pythias or Click here to Request Information.
You may find a lodge near you by visiting the lodge listing page, or by contacting Grand
Lodge at:

Grand Lodge Knights of Pythias State of New York, 71 South Central Ave.,
Suite PH1, Valley Stream, NY 11580; telephone: (866) PYTHIAS (866)
798-4427, (516) 739-5000, fax: (516) 739-2800. 

You may download and print an application to join the Knights of Pythias, in a 
PDF format, by clicking here. 
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