A Lesson for us All
Pythians Support Special Needs Basketball Program
March 20, 2016
by Brian Klasewitz, Majestic Lodge
On March 20th the St. Mark’s Challenger Program completed its 16th season
of basketball. Forty young men and women come together to be with their friends
and enjoy a game they love. As a Pythian I have to applaud this program and all
the participants.
I had the pleasure of witnessing a competitive game filled with camaraderie
and sportsmanship. All the participants played and were involved in the game.
Smiles were on the faces of all throughout the game.
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At the end of the game there were handshakes and some hugs as well. This
is what life is truly about. There was the thrill of competition as everyone wanted
to win but having fun and including everyone in the game was more important.
This made my day as I witnessed a thing of beauty with fellow knights, Bill
Cohen, (Genesis Lodge), Craig Kligfeld (Majestic Lodge) and Barry Resnick
(Genesis Lodge). Both Craig and Barry take an active role in ensuring everyone
has fun as they have been coaching and officiating for a decade.
The Knights of Pythias got more involved during Sir Robert Ross’ tenure as
the Grand Chancellor when he witnessed the same thing I did.
Through the generosity of the Grand Lodge, knit golf shirts were presented
to all the players and coaches. This was orchestrated by Past Grand Chancellor
Robert Ross (Majestic Lodge). Additionally the generosity of this year's Grand
Chancellor Steven Kohn (Majestic Lodge) made this possible.
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The funds were initially granted at a BBQ hosted by the Grand Lodge
Knights of Pythias in the fall of 2015. Bill and I represented Grand Lodge and
Majestic Lodge respectively, and watched, enjoyed and took pictures of the final
game of the season.
Personally, I hope this becomes a Pythian tradition that goes on for many
years to come.
If anyone wants to volunteer their time on Sunday mornings or make a
donation to the program they can contact Barry Resnick or Craig Kligfeld.

