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Official Mandate
To All Grand Secretaries of the Order Knights of Pythias for
dissemination to all members in their Domains, and to the Officers and
Members of the Supreme Lodge I issue this Official Mandate.
In accordance with the provisions of Supreme Constitution Article X,
Section 10, Supreme Statutes Sections 1.14.01, 1.14.02 and 1.9.121,
as Supreme Chancellor and the duly authorized Chief Executive Officer of this
Supreme Lodge, having determined that a vacancy on the Supreme
Tribunal has existed since the close of the 2014 Supreme Lodge Convention, as
the mid-term appointment made by then Supreme Chancellor Gerald Deitch to
fill the vacancy left by the resignation and subsequent demise of our late
Brother, Associate Supreme Tribune Ralph Barger expired at the close of the
2014 Supreme Lodge Convention; and since no nomination was made by then
Supreme Chancellor Gerald Deitch at the 2014 Supreme Lodge Convention,
nor was any affirmative vote taken of the membership of the Supreme Lodge at
said Convention, confirming any such appointment to fill the remainder of that
unexpired term, and that said vacancy still exists, now therefore pursuant to my
express duty (as provided for in the foregoing Laws of our Order) I appoint the
Honorable Larry Bartley of the Grand Domain of Indiana to membership on the
Supreme Tribunal during the recess of the Supreme Lodge, until December 31,
2015 which is the close of Brother Barger's unexpired term.
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Although I have previously attempted to make this Tribunal
appointment, my will, in this regard, has been thwarted and delayed by certain
acts of members of our Order. I have patiently awaited a response from the
Supreme Tribunal from whom I requested an opinion concerning the
application of Supreme Law relative to the filling of the current vacancy on the
Tribunal but, notwithstanding my efforts, said request has not been acted upon
with any definitive response. Accordingly, effective upon my issuance of this
OFFICIAL MANDATE, I hereby withdraw my previous requests to the
members of the Supreme Tribunal for any opinion.
I hereby ORDER and MANDATE that the appointment of Brother Larry
Bartley as an Associate Tribune, become effective immediately upon his taking
the required Obligation found in Supreme Statutes, Section 1.14.05.
I will regard any attempt to thwart or prevent Brother Bartley from
assuming the position of Associate Supreme Tribune, pursuant to this
OFFICIAL MANDATE, to constitute: (1) conduct unbecoming a Knight of
Pythias; (2) a violation of the obligations of Knighthood; and (3) a failure to
obey an official mandate of the Chief Executive Officer of the Supreme Lodge
as grounds for suspension, removal from office and/or expulsion from our
Order of any such Knight or Knights who might attempt directly or indirectly
to dissuade Brother Bartley or interfere with his fully assuming this position as
a member of the Judicial Department of our Supreme Government.
We should all congratulate Brother Bartley and wish him well.
Fraternally,

Dated: July 29, 2015

L. Keith Stooksberry, Jr.
Supreme Chancellor

Attest:

Allen S. Morris
Supreme Secretary
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